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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION (RFQ) 

FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR SCHOOLYARD FOREST PROJECT 

ADELANTE CON ARBOLES: HOW NATIVE TREES AND SCHOOLYARD FORESTS 

CAN BREATHE LIFE INTO A SOUTH TEXAS BORDER COMMUNITY 

 

PROJECT: The Rio Grande International Study Center is seeking 

proposals from interested and qualified individuals to 

provide professional services for the design of RGISC’s 

Adelante con Arboles: How Native Trees and Schoolyard 

Forests Can Breathe Life into a South Texas Border 

Community in 8 LISD schools at Laredo, Texas. 

 

ISSUER:     Rio Grande International Study Center (RGISC) 

 

RFQ NUMBER:   25-001 

 

PROJECT CONTACT:  Anjala Pyakurel, PhD 

     Project Manager 

     Rio Grande International Study Center 

Laredo, Texas 78040 

Phone: (956) 718-1063, Email: anjala@rgisc.org 

      

RFQ ISSUE DATE:    MARCH 19, 2025 

 

RESPONSES DUE: APRIL 21, 2025, Responses must be received no later than 

5:00 PM (CT) on Monday, April 21, 2025. 

 

INTERVIEWS:  Interview date/times TBD 

 

NOTE:  The Rio Grande International Study Center, Inc. (hereafter 

referred to as “RGISC) is solicitating Requests for 

Qualification (hereafter referred to as “RFQ”) for 

performing design services in accordance with federal, 

state, and local requirements governing procurement. For 

the implementation, RGISC reserves the right to negotiate 

an agreement based on fair and reasonable compensation 

for the scope of work and services proposed, as well as the 

right to reject any and all responses deemed unqualified, 

unsatisfactory or inappropriate. Late proposals submitted 

after the return deadline will not be accepted or considered. 

I. Background 

RGISC is a Texas based nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting the Rio Grande through 

mailto:anjala@rgisc.org%09


2 
 

advocacy, education, and research. In 2024, RGISC, in partnership with Laredo ISD, secured a 

grant from the Texas A&M Forest Service for Adelante con Arboles: How Native Trees and 

Schoolyard Forests Can Breathe Life into a South Texas Border Community (hereafter referred to 

as “Adelante con Arboles”) project with an aim to increase trees canopy and outdoor learning 

opportunities at eight Laredo ISD schools, where green spaces and resources are limited.  

1.1 Purpose of the project: The project aims to create schoolyard forests at eight Laredo 

ISD schools to improve environmental education and conservation.  The project will 

expand native tree canopy (minimum 30% increase in canopy cover per school), enhance 

environmental education (forest literacy and outdoor learning), and strengthen 

community engagement and climate resilience (empowering community discussions on 

climate change, air quality, urban heat, and urban forestry).  This initiative will benefit 

students, educators, administrators, parents, and the wider community. 

1.2 Purpose for Request for Qualification (RFQ): RGISC seeks a qualified professional 

team to design and provide plans, specifications, reports, and estimates for outdoor 

“nature based green space” at following eight Laredo ISD schoolyards.  

• Daiches Elementary School 

• Farias Elementary School 

• Heights Elementary School 

• Leyendecker Elementary School 

• Milton Elementary School 

• Ryan Elementary School 

• Santo Nino Elementary School 

• Cigarroa Middle School (new campus location) 

The design, tailored to each school's needs and space, should feature a green space that 

boost tree canopy and provide outdoor learning opportunities to students. Design 

elements may include features such as a natural forest playground, trellis trail, quiet 

nature play area, shaded outdoor learning, native shaded trees, Tiny Tamaulipan 

Thornscrub (replicating Laredo’s forest ecosystem), pollinator gardens, wildflower 

meadow, natural log amphitheater, log benches, stepping stumps, scenic nature trails, and 

sensory activities like interactive play elements and observation spots. The consultant 

will lead the transformation, overseeing planning, design, management, execution, 

evaluation, and reporting to create sustainable, biodiverse green schoolyards in Laredo, 

Texas. 

 

II. Scope of Work (SOW) for Landscape designer/ Architect Consultant 

The consultant will develop a project plan that includes biodiverse green space, all necessary 

studies and permits and collaboration with partners to ensure scientifically sound, federally 
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compliant, and safe designs. The consultant will follow data-driven sustainability principles, 

runoff management strategies, and local biodiversity considerations.  Responsibilities include but 

are not limited to landscape design, geotechnical analysis, approvals/permitting, and project 

management, encompassing facilities planning, conceptual/final design, technical specifications, 

and construction documents. Key responsibilities include the following: 

A. Project Management: The consultant will oversee all phases of the landscape design 

project, from preliminary design to completion, including planning, assessments, renderings, 

cost estimates, construction documents, bidding support, and project close-out with as-built 

plans and presentation graphics. Responsibilities also include site visits, inspections, field 

reports, and coordination with consultants and staff to ensure compliance with project 

objectives, timelines, and eligible expenses. 

B. Soil and Site Analysis: The consultant and his/ her team or the firm complete soil testing and 

analysis in all 8 campuses. The consultant, in consultation with the Texas A & M Forest 

Service Regional Urban Forester and/or ISA- Certified Arborist, will select canopy and 

understory species based on soil/site analysis, spacing, and water retention capacity. Soil test 

results will be integrated into the design to support tree health and water conservation. This 

RFQ requires consultants to propose soil preparation methods for construction-compacted 

soil to ensure selection of the best-suited consultant. 

C. Irrigation Systems: The consultant will design and install a complete, functional irrigation 

system (if needed), using existing infrastructure, to support tree growth for at least two years. 

The design must prioritize low water use and native plants. 

D. Collaborative Design Process: The consultant shall develop designs that address climate 

challenges, align landscape goals with project objectives, and collaborate with relevant staff 

and experts to integrate sustainable tree selection, soil health, and irrigation. Additionally, 

they will work with Laredo ISD staff to develop outdoor spaces that promote forest literacy 

and urban tree canopy education. 

E. Tree Selection, Planting and Protection: All tree species selection, site preparation, and 

plantings must receive prior approval from both the Regional Urban Forester and/or an ISA 

Certified Arborist. The designer must also submit a clear plan for assessing the need for tree 

trunk protection to prevent damage from lawn care, play, or animals. Tree planting must 

adhere to best practices in soil preparation, spacing, root management, prioritizing native 

species, and exclude invasive species, as defined by the Texas A&M Forest Service. 

F. Citizen Science Integration: Schoolyard forest designs must include dedicated, optimized 

areas for student learning and citizen science curriculum elements such as tree growth, soil 

health, wildlife monitoring, data collecting, environmental monitoring, composting.  

G. Landscape and Environmental Design: The Consultant will design and oversee campus 

composting sites, demolition/removal of existing pavement and concrete (as needed), and 

tree planting layouts (species/spacing) appropriate for the climate and educational needs, 

including multi-sensory outdoor areas. These outdoor spaces will integrate nature-based 

learning into classroom activities. 
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H. Monitoring and Long-Term Care: The selected consultant shall propose maintenance plans 

and monitoring strategies aligned with TCEQ Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Guidelines 

to support the long-term health and growth of trees and plants. Additionally, the consultant 

will demonstrate knowledge of proper root systems and pruning techniques, as well as 

provide recommendations for watering and suitable irrigation systems for newly planted trees 

during the first two years, including suggested irrigation systems.  

I. Community Engagement and Education: The consultant will design engaging outdoor 

spaces that support environmental education and community engagement and, if needed, 

collaborate with partners to provide workshops on tree identification, maintenance, and 

sustainable landscaping. 

J. Technical expertise: The consultant shall coordinate with public agencies and utility 

companies as needed, and coordinate all required stakeholders, committees, and LISD 

administration (including construction administration/oversight and progress) meetings. The 

design shall comply with all City, State and Federal Regulations. 

 

III. The Response/ Submittal Requirements 

The applicant must provide a comprehensive, clear, concise, and detailed statement of 

qualification (SOQ), limited to 35 pages (excluding appendices), showcasing relevant experience 

directly addressing these requirements and organized using the provided headings. Non-

compliant proposals may be disqualified. The consultant and the firm(s) will be required to 

submit the original of the qualification statement. The RFQ must be submitted on the firm’s 

letterhead, with the following information addressing the Evaluation Criteria outlined in Section 

IV. 

3.1 Firm Information & Qualifications: 

• Legal name, entity type, address of all offices (specifying the Laredo office performing 

the work), phone, fax, years in business, previous names (if any), firm principals' names, 

and contact persons (principal & branch offices). Contact person's name, position, phone, 

and fax. 

• Registered landscape designers/architects, and support staff in the Laredo office: degrees, 

registrations, affiliations, certifications, continuing education, experience at other firms 

(if applicable), concise resumes (appendix), and number of staff and sub-consultants (if 

any) by discipline working on this project. Appointed project consultant/manager’s 

resume. 

• Firm history, overview, specialization (specifically related to RGISC's LISD Adelante con 

Arboles -Schoolyard Forest Project), experience designing educational facilities, 

developing plans, comparable projects, capabilities/resources of the Texas office, and 

experience with federal/state/local entities (including on-time/budget record). 

• Current workload of the staff that would be responsible for the project(s). 
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3.2 Project Experience & References: 

• Top 3 projects (past 10 years): color renderings, one-page summary (cost, RGISC 

reference contact, on-time/budget confirmation).  

• Three in-state references (names, addresses, phone) familiar with past performance on 

relevant government projects. Specifically, provide references for any Laredo-area 

projects, including dates, addresses, and contact information. The RGISC reserves the 

right to contact the references provided in your proposal as well as other references 

without prior notification. 

 

3.3 Consultant Disputes (Legal/Financial): 

• Provide consultant names, association duration, and proposed services. 

• Include financial reference (institution name, address, phone, contact) and professional 

liability insurance coverage amount. 

• Disclose litigation since Jan 2018 related to contract breach or termination for cause, 

liquidated/ stipulated damages over $20,000, and all pending litigation against the firm 

regarding performed work. 

• Describe your approach to budget management, fund allocation, and procurement. 

3.4 Project Plan & Execution: 

• Comprehensive plan including methodology, scope, goals, timeline, deliverables, and risk 

mitigation strategy. 

• Details of landscape design services (from conceptual design to final documents), 

geotechnical analysis, irrigation planning, and construction services capacity (including 

subcontracting). 

• Experience managing government/community projects (especially sustainable, 

educational green spaces), including quality control, schedule/budget management, 

personnel utilization, and prompt commencement. Specific experience in schoolyard 

forest/green space design; landscape/ecological design (materials, soil, trees, irrigation); 

innovative design; certifications/credentials; collaboration with educational institutions; 

stakeholder engagement; and public outreach/education. 

• Plans for stakeholder coordination (government/non-government, consultants, RGISC, 

community) and communication. Information on key project personnel (including third-

party/part-time roles), their time commitment, availability (100%), and local (Laredo) 

familiarity/experience. Description of reporting and documentation systems. 

3.5 Compliance & Other: 

• Demonstrate federal regulatory environmental compliance experience (including 

reporting requirements), confirm no debarment/suspension/exclusion from federal 

programs, and verify Texas business registration and good standing. 
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• Provide names, disciplines, and resumes of proposed sub-consultants (if any), along with 

DBE/MBE/WBE and Affirmative Action status for both the firm and sub-consultants. 

• Provide any exceptions to the RFQ requirements, and any other relevant information. 

 

The selected consultant and the firm will contract with RGISC (scope, work, timeline, 

price, terms). RGISC encourages applications from certified small, minority, and 

women-owned businesses. 

 

IV. Evaluation Criteria (100 points) 

RGISC reserves the right to award contracts. A schematic design is required from the selected 

consultant and the firm during final contract negotiations, but not with the initial proposal. 

During the evaluation process, shortlisted finalists may be asked to provide additional 

information.  

Top-ranked firms will be required to deliver a formal presentation to the RGISC selection 

committee. The selected consultant and the firm(s) will then enter negotiations with the RGISC 

selection committee to finalize a contract for the project. If, for any reason, an agreement cannot 

be reached with the selected finalist, RGISC will formally terminate negotiations in writing and 

initiate negotiations with the second-ranked applicant. This process will continue until a 

successful contract is negotiated. 

Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

SN Criteria Points 

1 Experience & Capacity – Demonstrated expertise in similar projects, local 

knowledge, and qualifications of key personnel, with a focus on project 

management, oversight, and communication. 

40 

2 Technical Ability – Proven experience in project management, construction 

oversight, environmental compliance, and knowledge of geographic location 

and construction techniques. 

20 

3 Reputation & References – Strong track record in environmental projects, 

professional integrity, and competence, with reliable references from past 

clients. 

20 

4 Project Execution – Ability to meet project schedules and deadlines, ensuring 

timely delivery of plans, specifications, and reports. 

15 

5 Local Experience in Laredo - Proven experience working on projects in 

Laredo, with a strong understanding of local requirements and a track record of 

successful past performance. 

5 

Total 100 

 

Applicants are encouraged to provide detailed and specific examples of their experience and 

qualifications in these areas. The evaluation of proposals under this category will heavily depend 

on the strength and relevance of the evidence provided. 
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V. Additional information for RFQ submissions 

 

a For responses submitted via mail, proposals must be submitted in a complete and sealed 

package that includes one original response to the RFQ and five (5) identical copies of all 

materials.  

b All responses, both electronic and via mail, should be limited to single-sided and the 

minimum type or font size for text shall be 12 points. All margins should be a minimum 

of 1”.  

• For responses submitted via mail, responses should be submitted on standard 8 ½” x 

11” paper and electronic copy (PDF) or USB compatible flash-based memory stick. 

Charts and exhibits may be on 11” X 17” paper but must be folded to the standard 8 

½” X 11” size.  

• All responses, both electronic and via mail, shall be limited to 35 pages, including 

text, charts, and photographs. The page count does not include:  

A. Cover letter (one page)  

B. Front and back cover, table of contents, and section dividers  

C. Resumes which shall be part of an appendix  

D. Anything which is to be included in the appendix does not count towards 

the 35-page limit; this includes the conflict-of-interest disclosure form 

and W-9. 

• Table of Contents - Include with the proposal a Table of Contents that includes page 

number references. The Table of Contents should be in sufficient detail to facilitate 

easy reference of the sections of the proposal. All responses must be assembled and 

indexed according to the order listed in this RFQ. Supplemental information and 

attachments included by your firm (i.e., not required) should be clearly identified in 

the Table of Contents and provided as a separate section.  

c Respondents should carefully read the information contained herein and submit a 

complete response to all requirements and questions as directed. 

d Submittals and any other information submitted by Respondents shall become the 

property of RGISC.  

e RGISC will not provide compensation to Respondents for any expenses incurred by the 

Respondent(s) for submittal preparation or for any demonstrations that may be made. 

Respondents submit qualifications at their own risk and expense.  

f Submittals which are qualified with conditional clauses, or alterations, or items not called 

for in the RFQ documents, or irregularities of any kind are subject to disqualification by 

RGISC, at its option.  

g Each submittal should be prepared simply and economically, providing a straightforward, 

concise description of your firm's ability to meet the requirements of this RFQ. Emphasis 
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should be on completeness, clarity of content, responsiveness to the requirements, and an 

understanding of RGISC’s needs. 

h RGISC makes no guarantee that an award will be made as a result of this RFQ and 

reserves the right to accept or reject any or all submittals, waive any formalities or minor 

technical inconsistencies, or delete any item/requirements from this RFQ or contract 

when deemed to be in RGISC’s best interest. Representations made within the 

qualification submittal will be binding on responding firms.  

i Failure to comply with the requirements contained in this Request for Qualifications may 

result in the rejection of your proposal.  

j When three related projects are requested, do not list more than three. When at least three 

project examples are requested, do not list more than five. 

k Due Date: ELECTRONIC SUBMITTALS: For electronic submittals, requested 

information shall be submitted through the submission form on the following website:  

www.rgisc.org/bids 

 

All required information and documents, including attachments and required forms must 

be compiled into a single PDF file for upload. Use the naming convention 

“RFQ_Proposal_FirmName_25-001” for your submission. Electronic submittals must 

be uploaded and received by 5:00PM (CST), f. Incomplete or late submissions will not be 

accepted.  

 

MAIL SUBMITTAL: For mail submittals, one original, five identical copies, and one 

(1) USB memory stick containing the full proposal must be received by RGISC at the 

address listed below by 5:00PM (CST), APRIL 21, 2025.  

 

Rio Grande International Study Center 

1 West End Washington St. Bldg. P-11 

Laredo, Texas 78040  

ATTN: Anjala Pyakurel, PhD 

RFQ - Adelante Con Arboles: How Native Trees And Schoolyard Forests Can 

Breathe Life Into A South Texas Border Community Project- RGISC 

 

l Applicants must complete, sign, and return the attached Acknowledgement and 

Certification of Offer, W-9, as part of their statement of qualification. Proposal must be 

signed by Respondent's company official(s) authorized to commit such proposals. Failure 

to sign and return these forms will subject your proposal to disqualification.  

m The SOQ shall not include proposals for fees, pricing, or other compensation. 

n Disclosure of Current or Previous Relationship: Any individual, firm, or team submitting 

a proposal to perform work for RGISC must disclose any current or previous business 

relationships (defined as those ending within 12 months prior to proposal submission) 

http://www.rgisc.org/bids
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with any RGISC board members or key personnel, including the Executive Director. The 

disclosure should include the nature of the relationship, its status, and the date of 

termination or expected termination, if known. Failure to provide this disclosure may 

result in a rejection of the proposal and disqualification from further consideration for the 

project or work involved.  

 

5.1 Submission/ Modification / Withdrawal/resubmission- 

Firms may modify, withdraw, or resubmit proposals before the deadline, with written 

updates clearly marked. Withdrawn proposals can be resubmitted as long as they meet 

RFQ requirements. All changes must be documented and submitted clearly. Statement of 

qualification (SOQ) can be withdrawn and resubmitted with written notice to RGISC. 

Once submitted, no response may be altered except to correct obvious errors in extension. 

 

5.2 Checklist for Construction Contract Administration Services 

Work with RGISC by providing construction contract administration services consistent 

with industry standards. These services shall include: 

a. Submittal review and approvals 

b. Developing alternatives to designs, if necessary 

c. Evaluating the construction of all assigned projects 

d. Identify critical design issues related to the site and to project mission 

e. Provide ongoing estimation 

f. Construction site observations 

g. Responses to requests for information 

h. Timely notifying RGISC of any issues that may delay construction 

i. Final construction inspections 

j. Review of project closeout documentation 

k. Warranty walk-throughs within one year of project completion 

l. Schedule and maintain minutes of construction project meetings 

 

5.3 Submission Specifications 

Due Date: APRIL 21, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. (CST)** 

Request for Qualification No: 25-001 

Project Name: Adelante Con Arboles: How Native Trees And Schoolyard Forests Can Breathe 

Life Into A South Texas Border Community Project 

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) will be received: 
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Mail Submittal:  Rio Grande International Study Center                                                                                                             

1 West End Washington St. Bldg. P-11                                            

Laredo, Texas 78040                       

ATTN: Anjala Pyakurel, PhD 

Electronic Submittals: All submittals into a PDF and submission on the following website: 

www.rgisc.org/bids  

** Note: Any RFQ received after the scheduled due date and time will not be accepted and will 

be returned unopened. Telephone, Facsimile, and email proposals are not acceptable.  

 

The RGISC reserves the right to award contracts to the firm or consultant.  

 

 VI. Questions or Inquiries  

All questions or inquiries (including all technical, contract, or administrative questions) 

regarding the services required or the procurement process should be submitted via email 

and addressed to Dr. Anjala Pyakurel at anjala@rgisc.org.  

 

Questions or inquiries made outside of these instructions (i.e. phone calls or in-person) 

will not be accepted. The deadline for receipt of questions is 5:00 PM (CST) on APRIL 

4, 2025. Questions (edited as deemed appropriate by RGISC) and answers may be made 

available to all interested parties via the RGISC website. Proposers are responsible for 

monitoring the RGISC’s website for periodic updates. 

 

 

VII. Tentative Schedule For Project Award–  

The tentative schedule is subject to change based on circumstances. 

Scheduled task Start date End date 

1st Advertisement March 19, 2025  

2nd Advertisement April 2, 2025 

Q&A time March 19, 2025 

Deadline for Q&A April 4, 2025 

RFQ submission March 19, 2025 April 21, 

2025 

Evaluation committee recommendation May 5, 2025 

Applicants’ presentation for RGISC selection committee May 12, 2025, week 

Anticipated Award May 12, 2025, week 

 

  

http://www.rgisc.org/bids
mailto:anjala@rgisc.org
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EXHIBIT A 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

1. RGISC’s Right to Audit and Access to Records 

 

At any time during the term of the term of the Contract and for a period of five (5) years 

after final payment has been issued, RGISC or a duly authorized audit representative of 

RGISC, at its expense and at reasonable times, reserves the right to audit records and 

books relevant to all services provided under this Contract including, checking expenses 

described and/or contemplated in the Agreement; as well as the right to examination and 

copying of any records, accounts, and other documents and sources of information related 

to the project, and otherwise confirming the Proper’s compliance with the terms of the 

Agreement. In the event such an audit by RGISC reveals any errors/overpayments by 

RGISC, vendor shall refund RGISC the full amount of such overpayments within thirty 

(30) days of such audit findings, or RGISC, at its option, reserves the right to deduct such 

amounts owing RGISC from any payments due by vendor. 

 

2. Insurance 

 

A. For any Contract which requires the Vendor to provide on-site services, the Vendor shall, 

prior to commencement of work, provide RGISC with Certificates of Insurance in the 

below amounts and shall maintain such coverage in effect for the full duration of the 

Contract unless such Contract specifies different coverages or amounts. 
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B. Vendor shall deliver to RGISC: 

1. Certificates evidencing the existence of all such insurance promptly upon the date 

of any agreement; and 

2. Replacement certificates not less than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of 

any such insurance. If, however, Vendor fails to pay any of the renewal premiums 

for the expiring policies, RGISC shall have the right to make such payments and 

set off the amount thereof against the next payment coming due to Vendor; and 

3. Vendor shall name RGISC as an additional under policies for commercial general 

liability and comprehensive automotive liability. 

 

C. The insurance policies required in this RFQ shall be kept in force for the periods 

specified below: 

1. Vendor shall maintain its insurance in full force and effect and uninterrupted 

during the term of this Agreement and after the completion of services under this 

Agreement until the completion of any applicable statute of limitations, such 

period to be not less than one year from Final Completion of all construction of 

this Project as to workers compensation, two years from the Final Completion of 

all construction of this Project as to commercial general liability, and 

comprehensive automobile liability, and not less than ten years from the 

Substantial Completion as allowed by Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code § 

S/N Types of 

Insurance 

Coverage 

Limits of Liability 

1 Workers’ 

Compensation 

Statutory limits, including Employer’s Liability coverage: 

- $1,000,000/occurrence/each accident 

- $1,000,000 disease each occurrence 

- $1,000,000 by disease aggregate 

2 Comprehensive 

General Liability 

- $1,000,000.00 each occurrence 

- $1,000,000.00 in the aggregate 

3 Commercial Auto 

Liability 

Minimum combined single limits of: 

- $1,000,000/occurrence for bodily injury & property damage 

- Including owned, non-owned, & hired car coverage 

4 Professional 

Liability (E&O 

Coverage) 

Minimum amounts: 

- $2,000,000 per occurrence 

- $2,000,000 per aggregate 

- Deductibles or self-insured retention amounts shall not exceed 

$25,000 

5 Products 

Completed 

Operations 

- $1,000,000 aggregate (to be maintained for a period of 2 years after Final 

Payment) 
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16.008, as to errors and omissions insurance. Vendor shall furnish to Owner 

insurance certificates, policies, and endorsements upon request at any time. 

2.  Workers' Compensation Insurance shall be kept in force until the Vendor's 

obligations have been fully performed. 

 

D. Contractor shall provide RGISC a full and complete copy of any insurance policy 

promptly upon request by RGISC, and without charge to RGISC. 

 

E. Insurance must be purchased from insurers that are financially acceptable to RGISC. 

Insurer must be rated A- or greater by AM Best Rating with an admitted carrier licensed 

by the Texas Department of Insurance. 

 

F. All insurance must be written on forms filed with and approved by the Texas Department 

of Insurance. Certificates shall be prepared and executed by the insurance company or its 

authorized agent and shall contain provisions representing and warranting the following: 

 

1. Sets forth all endorsements and insurance coverage’s according to requirements 

and instructions set forth herein. 

2. Shall specifically set forth notice of cancellation or termination provisions to 

RGISC. 

 

3. Publicity 

Vendor agrees that it shall not publicize this Contract or disclose, confirm, or deny any 

details thereof to third parties or use any photographs or video recordings of RGISC's 

employees or use RGISC’s name in connection with any sales promotion or publicity 

event without the prior express written approval of RGISC. 

 

4. Assignment 

The potential professional services agreement with Vendor resulting from this RFQ is a 

personal service contract for the services of Vendor, and Vendor's interest in such 

agreement, duties thereunder and/or fees due thereunder may not be assigned or 

delegated to a third party. The benefits and burdens of this agreement are, however, 

assignable by RGISC. 

 

5. Patent and Copyright 

Vendor shall pay for any royalties, license fees, copyrights or trade and service marks 

required to perform the services required by this Contract. 

 

6. Governing Law 
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This RFQ and resulting agreement shall be construed and governed by the laws of the 

State of Texas. In the event of any legal dispute related to the services to be performed 

under the agreement executed pursuant to this RFQ, such dispute shall be resolved in a 

court located in Laredo, Webb County, Texas. 

 

7. Federal Contract Requirements 

2 CFR 200.327 Contract Provisions. Additional federal contract provisions are 

provided in Exhibit D 

 

8. Subconsultant Services 

The selection and services assigned to subconsultants must be approved in advance by 

RGISC. The subconsultants must be qualified to perform all work assigned to them. 

Responsibility for sublet, assigned, or transferred work will remain with Proposer. The 

Proposer will be responsible for ensuring the subconsultant’s compliance with RGISC’s 

Conflict of Interest Policy and adherence to applicable regulatory and statutory 

governmental requirements. 

 

9. Ownership of Plans 

Notwithstanding any provision in the Agreement, or in common law or statute to the 

contrary, all of the plans, tracings, electronic records, proposals, sketches, diagrams, 

charts, calculations, correspondence, memoranda, logs, survey notes, test procedures, test 

data, recommendations, reports, and other data and material, and any part thereof, 

compiled or to be compiled by or on behalf of the Proposer, including all methods to 

generate any of the above, together with all materials and data furnished to RGISC, shall 

at all times be and remain the property of RGISC and shall not be subject to any further 

restriction or limitation on their further use by or on behalf of the RGISC. 

 

10. Indemnity 

VENDOR AGREES TO INDEMNIFY RGISC DURING PROJECT AND FOR A 

PERIOD OF 

EIGHT (8) YEARS AFTER SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT, 

INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS, RGISC, ITS OFFICERS, AGENTS, 

REPRESENTATIVES, SERVANTS, AND EMPLOYEES FORM ANY LOSS, 

DAMAGE, LIABILITY, OR EXPENSE, INCLUDING ATTORNEY’S FEES, 

INCURRED BY RGISC ON ACCOUNT OF DAMAGE OR DESTRUCTION TO 

PROPERTY AND INJURIES, INCLUDING DEATH, TO ANY OR ALL PERSONS, 

INCLUDING INVITEES, EMPLOYEES OF RGISC, OR   SUBCONTRACTORS, AND 

ALL OTHER PERSONS PERFORMING ANY PART OF THE WORK , THAT IS 

CAUSED BY OR RESULTS FROM THE AN OF NEGLIGENCE, INTENTIONAL 

TORT, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INFRINGEMENT, OR FAILURE TO PAY A 
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SUBCONTRACTOR OR SUPPLIES, COMMITTED BY VENDOR OR THE 

VENDOR’S AGENT, CONSULTANT UNDER CONTRACT, OR ANY OTHER 

ENTITY OVER WHICH THE VENDOR EXERCISES CONTROL, PROVIDED AND 

EXCEPT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS INDEMNIFICATION PROVISION SHALL NOT 

BE CONSTRUED AS  REQUIRING VENDOR TO INDEMNIFY OR HOLD RGISC 

HARMLESS FOR ANY LOSS, DAMAGE, LIABILITY, OR EXPENSE ON ACCOUNT 

OF DAMAGED PROPERTY OR INJURIES, INCLUDING DEATH TO ANY PERSON, 

WHICH MAY ARISE OUT OF OR MAY 

BE CAUSED BY ANY ACT OF NEGLIGENCE OR BREACH OF OBLIGATION 

UNDER THIS AGREEMENT BY RGISC OR RGISC’S EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS, 

EXCEPT VENDOR.  
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EXHIBIT B 

 

EXECUTION OF RESPONDENT’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND 

CERTIFICATION 

 

THIS EXECUTION OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND CERTIFICATION MUST 

BE 

COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND RETURNED WITH RESPONDENT'S 

STATEMENT OF 

QUALIFICATIONS. FAILURE TO COMPLETE, SIGN AND RETURN THIS 

EXECUTION OF RESPONDENT’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND 

CERTIFICATION MAY RESULT IN REJECTION OF THE PROPOSAL. 

 

SIGNING A FALSE STATEMENT MAY VOID THE SUBMITTED PROPOSAL 

OR ANY 

AGREEMENTS OR OTHER CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS WHICH MAY 

RESULT FROM THE SUBMISSION OF RESPONDENT’S STATEMENT OF 

QUALIFICATION. A FALSE CERTIFICATION SHALL BE DEEMED A 

MATERIAL BREACH OF CONTRACT AND, AT RGISC’S OPTION, MAY 

RESULT IN TERMINATION OF ANY RESULTING CONTRACT. 

 

1. By signature hereon, Respondent acknowledges and agrees that (1) this RFQ is a 

solicitation for qualifications and is not a contract or an offer to contract; (2) the 

submission of a statement of qualifications (SOQ) by Respondent in response to this RFQ 

will not create a contract between RGISC and Respondent; (3) RGISC has made no 

representation or warranty, written or oral, that one or more contracts with RGISC will be 

awarded under this RFQ; and (4) Respondent shall bear, as its sole risk and responsibility, 

any cost which arises from Respondent's preparation of a response to this RFQ. 

 

2. By signature hereon, Respondent offers and agrees to furnish to RGISC the 

deliverables and services set forth in the RFQ documents. 

 

3. By signature hereon, Respondent affirms that he/she has not given, nor intends to 

give at any time hereafter, any economic opportunity, future employment, gift, loan, 

gratuity, special discount, trip, favor, or service, or other thing of value, to any RGISC 

Employee / Board Director or relative of an RGISC Employee / Board Director in 

connection with the submitted proposal. 
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4. By signature hereon, Respondent certifies and represents that he/she has not receive 

any information not available to other Respondents so as to give the undersigned a 

preferential advantage with respect to this proposal. 

 

5. By signature hereon, the Respondent hereby certifies that neither the Respondent nor 

the firm, corporation, partnership, or institution represented by the Respondent, or 

anyone acting for such firm, corporation, or institution has violated the antitrust laws 

of this state, codified in Section 15.01, et. seq., Texas Business and Commerce Code, 

or the Federal antitrust laws, nor communicated directly or indirectly the proposal 

made to any competitor or any other person engaged in such line of business. 

 

6. By signature hereon, Respondent represents and warrants that:  

 

a.  Respondent is a reputable company regularly engaged in providing products 

and/or services necessary to meet the terms, conditions. and requirements of 

the RFQ;  

b. Respondent has the necessary experience, knowledge, abilities, skills, and 

resources to satisfactorily perform the terms, conditions, and requirements of 

the RFQ;  

c.  Respondent is aware of, is fully informed about, and is in full compliance 

with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, regulations, and 

ordinances.  

d. Respondent understands (i) the requirements and specifications set forth in 

this RFQ and (ii) the terms and conditions set forth in the Contract under 

which Respondent will be required to operate. 

e.  Respondent, if selected by RGISC, will maintain insurance as required by the 

Contract.  

f.  All statements, information and representations prepared and submitted in 

response to this RFQ are current, complete, true, and accurate. Respondents 

acknowledge that RGISC will rely on such statements, information, and 

representations in selecting the Qualified Respondent. If selected by RGISC 

as the Qualified Respondent, Respondent will notify RGISC immediately of 

any material change in any matters with regard to which Respondent has made 

a statement or representation or provided information. 

 

7. By signature hereon, the Respondent certifies that the individual signing this 

document, and the documents made part of the RFQ is authorized to sign such 

documents on behalf of the company and to bind the company under any agreements 

or other contractual arrangements which may result from the submission of 

Respondent’s SOQ. 
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8. By signature hereon, Respondent certifies that no relationship, whether by relative, 

business associate, capital funding agreement or by any other such kinship exists 

between Respondent and an employee/ board director of RGISC. 

 

9. By signature hereon, the Respondent signifies his/her compliance with all federal 

laws and regulations pertaining to Equal Employment Opportunities and Affirmative 

Action as well as all applicable federal requirements applicable to the project.  

 

10. By submitting a response to this RFQ, Respondent attests that it is not currently 

debarred, suspended, or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in 

Federal grant and/or assistance programs or activities.  

 

11.  By signature hereon, Respondent agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless 

RGISC, all of its officers, agents and employees from and against all claims, actions, 

suits, demands, proceedings, costs, damages, and liabilities, arising out of, connected 

with, or resulting from any acts or omissions of  Respondent or any agent, employee, 

subcontractor, or supplier of Respondent in the execution or performance of any 

agreements or other contractual arrangements which may result from the submission 

of Respondent’s proposal.  
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Please complete the following: 

Respondent’s EIN No:     

                                                   

If Sole Owner: Respondent’s SS No (Last 4 Numbers Only): 

 

If a Corporation: Respondent’s State of Incorporation: 

 

Respondent’s Charter No: 

 

Please identify each person who owns at least 25%of Respondent’s business entity by 

name and social security number, last four digits only: 

 

 

Name         Social Security Number 

 

 

Name         Social Security Number 

 

 

Name         Social Security Number 

 

 

Name         Social Security Number 

 

 

Submitted and Certified By: 

 

 

(Respondent’s Name)       (Authorized Signature) 

 

 

(Date)         (Printed Name/Title) 

 

 

(Street Address)       (Telephone Number) 

 

 

(City, State, Zip Code) (Facsimile Number) 
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EXHIBIT C 

 

W-9 (TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION) 
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EXHIBIT D 

REQUIRED FEDERAL CONTRACT PROVISIONS 

2 CFR 200.326 Contract provisions. The following contract provisions must be included in 

all contracts executed as a result of this RFQ. 

All Contracts 
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EXHIBIT D-1 

REGISTER OF WAGE DETERMINATIONS 

SERVICE CONTRACT ACT AND 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
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EXHIBIT D-2 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING 

  



51 
 

Certification Regarding Lobbying 

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that: 

a. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 

undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or  employee 

of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of 

a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making 

of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative 

agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any 

Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  

b. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 

person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a 

Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 

Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the 

undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report 

Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions.  

c. The undersigned shall require that the language paragraph 1 and 2 of this anti-lobbying 

certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including 

subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and 

that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification is a material 

representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or 

entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this 

transaction imposed by 31, U.S.C. § 1352 (as amended by the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 

1995). 

The Contractor, __________________________________, certifies or affirms the truthfulness 

and accuracy of each statement of its certification and disclosure, if any. In addition, the 

Contractor understands and agrees that the provisions of 31 U.S.C. § 3801 et seq., apply to this 

certification and disclosure, if any. 

 

Signature of Contractor's Authorized Official 

 

Printed Name and Title of Contractor's Authorized Official 

 

Date 

 


